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On the Cover 
Randy Stromsoe keeps the 
art of silversmithing alive. 
See more about him and 
other artisans perpetuating 
their crafts on page 74. 
Photograph by Gary Moss
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Faces in the Crowd
By Nancy Ransohoff  Photograph by Gary Moss  

he energy level revs up a few 
notches when DJ Darla Bea 
(djdarlabea.com) is in the 
house. The award-winning, 
in-demand disc jockey, 
master of ceremonies, and 
on-air radio personality has 

presided over parties, weddings, public and 
private events, and nonprofit fundraisers 
from Oxnard to Cambria for the past 10 
years. Known for her creative mash-ups 
of costumes, wigs, and carefully curated 
set lists, Bea spins beats geared to her 
audiences and events. 

This year marks the 10th anniversary of 
Bea’s “Rock It Properly” weekly radio show 
on KCSB-FM. “I enjoy the creative freedom 
to explore diverse genres of music, Afrobeat 

Darla Bea
content that I have been interested in, 
starting from a young age,” she says. 

Fans can catch the versatile Bea in the DJ 
booth poolside at The Kimpton Goodland 
hotel in Goleta, at Santa Barbara’s Kimpton 
Canary Hotel rooftop dance parties and 
Pacific Pride Foundation’s monthly mixers, 
and at the Wildcat Lounge’s Bobcat Room 
in downtown Santa Barbara. She also rocks 
guests and locals twice a month, on Fridays, 
at Four Seasons Resort The Biltmore Santa 
Barbara’s Ty Lounge. 

“I love making a personal connection 
through the music I play with people of 
all walks of life, age ranges, ethnicities, 
and genders,” she says, “and seeing them 
respond to the music [with] fun, laughter, 
dancing, and joy!” 

T
A local radio personality and event DJ gets the party started with her creative mix.

to zydeco, and interact with my listeners in 
a different way than I do when I DJ public 
events,” she says.

It was her radio show that got the Santa 
Barbara native and UC Santa Barbara 
graduate started in her career. “One of my 
regular listeners owns a club in town and 
asked me to DJ there. I crafted a weekly 
’80s-themed night, decorated the venue, 
played retro movies on the TV screens, 
wore a costume, and began to get inquiries 
from couples attending to DJ their 
weddings. It pretty much snowballed from 
there,” she says. 

A history of art and architecture major, 
Bea finds inspiration for her shows in pop 
culture, art, music, and fashion. “I like to 
build upon ideas, themes, and musical 




